CHAPTER XXVIII

AFTER  THE  BATTLE

1898

As the New York was approaching the final scene of the
tragedy, signal was made from the Brooklyn, "We have gained
a great victory; details will be communicated.'7 This signal was
kept flying quite a half hour before it was answered by the
New York, but the omission was thought to arise from the fact
that the signal could not be read at the distance the New York
was. When it was answered,, however, it was in the form of an
order to "Report your casualties.'' It is to be regretted that no
word of congratulation, so much valued by men and officers on
such occasions, issued from the flagship. Notwithstanding this,
at 2.15 P. M., while the New Yor'k was still some two miles away,
another signal was made from the Brooklyn, 'i This is a great day
for our country!" This signal was merely acknowledged with
an answering pennant, but no answer otherwise was made.

At 2.23 P. M. the New York arrived and steamed into a posi-
tion between the Brooklyn and the Colon. Cook had been de-
tained for some time on board the Colon in arranging the surren-
der ; when this was concluded,, he was returning as the New York
arrived and was ordered on board that ship to make a report.
t As Cook's orders were given by the commander of the Second
Squadron, it would have relieved the official records of an error
if the latter officer had been able to say that no orders had been
given by him that the Spanish officers in surrendering uncon-
ditionally should retain their effects. It would have given the
opportunity to state that the Oregon did not take a "front posi-
tion in the chase." The Oregon's services on the day of battle
were superb; her position was always close to the Brooklyn from
beginning to end, but she was at no time ahead. Clark's testi-
mony at the inquiry, three years afterwards, is conclusive upon
this point, and settles for all time the Oregon's position as well
310eported in his letter
